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Federal Health Care Reform Generated Broad Coverage Gains 
Through 2015, but These Gains Are Now in Jeopardy 

The federal Affordable Care Act 
(ACA), signed into law by President 
Obama in 2010, has helped to 
substantially reduce uninsured rates 
in California. The latest US Census 
Bureau data show that:         

•  3 out of every 100 children (3.3%) 
lacked health care coverage in 
2015. This is down by nearly two-
thirds since 2010 and by more than 
half since 2013, the year before 
California fully implemented the 
ACA.         

•  The uninsured rate for adults 
under age 65 also has fallen, but 
remained at a relatively high 12.1% 
in 2015.
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Uninsured Rates Have Dropped Since 2013, Though the 
Share of Latinos Without Coverage Remains High
California Fully Implemented Federal Health Care Reform in January 2014

Note: Estimates are based on survey respondents’ coverage status at the time of the interview.
“Latino” includes people of any race. “Black” and “Asian” may include people who also identify
as Latino. “White” excludes people who also identify as Latino.
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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Nonelderly Adults
(Ages 18 to 64)
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Uninsured Rates for Children and Non-Elderly Adults 
Have Dropped by Roughly Half or More Since 2013
California Fully Implemented Federal Health Care Reform in January 2014

Note: Estimates are based on survey respondents’ coverage status at the time of the interview.
Source: US Census Bureau, American Community Survey
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•  Uninsured rates for Asian, black, 
and white Californians declined by 
more than half from 2013 to 2015.       

•  The share of Latinos without 
coverage also has dropped, but 
still remains high (14.1%). 

Further reducing uninsured rates 
would require the state and federal 
governments to not only continue 
implementing the ACA, but also to 
improve it, such as by expanding 
coverage options for undocumented 
immigrants. However, President-elect 
Trump’s vow to repeal the ACA raises 
the prospect that millions of low- and 
middle-income Californians will lose 
access to affordable coverage.
 


