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Fines Fees Restitution
Charges imposed to cover 

costs associated with 
services

Monetary penalties 
imposed by the court, 

usually according to type 
of alleged offense

Amount ordered to 
compensate victims for 

any personal or financial 
loss 



Counties were authorized to charge 
families fees for:
• Care, support, and maintenance

• Detention in juvenile facilities 
• Probation Supervision 
• Electronic Monitoring/Home Supervision 
• Drug Testing
• Representation by Counsel 
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Harmful 
• Create financial hardship

• Weaken family ties

• Undermine family 

reunification 



Racial Disparity in California’s Juvenile System, 2014





“Financial penalties in general and the sheer amount of financial 
penalties in particular significantly increase the likelihood of 
recidivism, even after controlling for relevant demographics and 
case characteristics.” 

Justice System Imposed Financial Penalties Increase the Likelihood of Recidivism in a Sample of 
Adolescent Offenders by Alex Piquero & Welsey Jennings (2017)



Costly
• Collecting little revenue
• Revenue paying for collection activities, not support for youth  

Fees for Collection Activity and for Youth, FY 2014-15



Legal Concerns 
• Charging fees not authorized by statute
• Charging fees in violation of state law and constitution

• Due process
• Equal protection 

• Charging fees in violation of federal law



Local Efforts

• San Francisco 
• Alameda
• Santa Clara
• Contra Costa
• Sacramento 
• Sonoma 



Statewide Legislation
• Senate Bill 190 (2017)

• Ended assessment of all 
juvenile fees 

• Detention
• Electronic monitoring  
• Supervision 
• Drug testing
• Representation by 

counsel 
• Implementation 

• January 1, 2018 



Impact
• No more charges! 
• Ending collection on 

previously assessed fees
• Writing off accounts and 

declaring civil judgments 
satisfied 

• Refunding families 
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