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CalWORKs

 California’s Temporary Aid to Needy Families 

(TANF) program

 Provides basic needs cash aid and services to low-

income families with children to alleviate the impact 

of poverty on children and help parents overcome 

barriers to employment

 Serves 1.1 million individuals in California, 80 

percent of whom are children







Why Deep Child Poverty Matters

 Chronically unmet basic needs undermine health and 

well-being, as well as future potential

 Deep poverty causes toxic stress that harms brain 

development and early functioning

 Even a short amount of time spent in deep poverty can 

derail a child for a much longer time period.

 Children who are born in deep poverty are three times 

as likely to be deeply poor at age 40







SB 982 (Mitchell)

 Ends childhood deep poverty in CalWORKs

 Sets a floor for grants at 50% of the federal 

poverty level

 Protects children from the worst harms of chronically 

unmet basic needs
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